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Chapter 1 : Genesis



Linux multimedia in 1999 was aweful



Quicktime 1991



Windows 1995













Third generation

Third Generation even worse
– 1991 MPEG1 video (VCD)
– 1992 mp3
– 1994 MPEG2 video (DVD)
– 1995 RealPlayer
– 1998 Sorenson (Apple trailers)
– 1999 MPEG4, napster
– 2000 TrueMotion VP3/4



And then our hero appears...





Shortly after we were 3 people



Free Software response

● 1999 aRts
● 2000 mplayer
● 2000 Xine
● 2000 FFMpeg
● 2001 VLC
● 2002 LAD, JACK1



0.1 slipstream (jan 2001)





We were noticed



Chapter 2 : Into the world



GSTREAMER

GSTREAMER

GSTREAMER



GUADEC 2 Copenhagen (april 2001)



We got to meet our competition 



Chapter 3 : Growing frustrations





GUADEC april 2002 Sevilla



GNOME 2.0 (june 2002)
– Gstreamer 0.4.0 for video



Erik started to lose interest





0.6.0 in GNOME 2.2 (feb 2003)



Chapter 4 : ‘GNOME 2.6 or bust’



0.6.0 branch largely abandoned



gst-player vs Totem (xine)



Wim loses interest (jul 2003)



Gnome 2.4 (sep 2003)
– No Totem (gstreamer 0.6.2 doesn’t 

work)



Can we make it work for 2.6? if not...





The pressure was mounting



NMM on the scene (oct 2003)



Helix Player for Gnome investigated (dec 
2003)





GNOME 2.6 (april 2004)
– With 0.8



Plans for adoption in KDE





Chapter 5 : The rise of consulting 



Julien Moutte starts Fluendo (jan 2004)



What now ?

0.9 plans (David/Benjamin) (mar 2004)
– Event/trigger scheduling



Guadec 5 (jun 2004) Kristiansand





Fluendo was doing streaming of GUADEC
– In ogg/theora/vorbis
– GStreamer became a force





GStreamer summit (feb 2005) Barcelona
– Talk about 0.9
– Threading vs event based scheduling



0.9 merging starts (mar 2005)
– Weekly updates
– First release june 2005
– It was so fast... why ?



Nokia

Nokia secretly started funding lots of open 
source projects in 2004-2005 (also 
0.9/0.10)



N770 (may 2005)



August 2005





2006

Phonon vs Gstreamer (may 2006)
– Kde 4.0



2006

GUADEC 7 (jun 2006) Vilanova i la Geltrú





N800 (jan 2007)



Chapter 6 : Disruptive forces 



June 2007



GUADEC 8 july 2007 Birmingham



Continuation of 0.10 design
– Mostly consulting



Battle of the DVCS (aug 2008)
– Git vs bazaar (fdo vs Canonical)

Git conversion (feb 2009)





Video Hackfest (nov 2009)
– Propose cairo for video buffers
– The quest for efficient GPU usage 

(VDPAU, libva, ..)
– 1.0 plans ?



2010-09-26:  First GStreamer conference 
in Cambridge



2010

● 1.0 work begins (dec 2010)



Nokia burning platform (feb 2011)
– Panic with contractors
– N950 (jul 2011)



● GNOME 3.0 (april 2011)
– Desktop fragmentaion, Cinnamon, 

Mate, Unity, GNOME, Elementary, 
etc.



Chapter 7 : On to the next version



Gstreamer Summit (oct 2011)
– More features for 1.0



(may 2012)
– Fluendo and Collabora effort
– 0.10
– Awesome docs









Chapter 8 : a new home



Tim, Sebastian, Edward, Jan form 
centricular (sep 2013)

– 1.0 continuation
– Takes over maintenance



Oct 2013 GStreamer trademark



Feb 2016



LIGO Pipeline



JAXA Int-Ball



Since then
– 10 conferences
– 13+ hackfests
– 8 major releases
– 44+ point releases



Many thanks to all of you !



Contributers



Sponsors



Conference attendees



Bug reporters, testers



Friends and fans



And last but not least....



Thank you for 20 years !



What’s next ?



Ideas are forming
– Rust
– Decouple scheduling from plugins

● event based

– Experiments are being done..



Stay tuned !
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